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Academic – Our social studies team is back at it again with 

sharing out their exemplary knowledge!  Three of our very own T-
Hawk students joined Ms. Burns at the annual Facing History & 
Ourselves' benefit dinner at the Park Plaza Hotel in Boston on May 
13, 2019!  This was an amazing opportunity!  Our students engaged 
in a unit on young change-makers developed by Facing History and 
Harvard University in their Current Events class and then at the 
event discussed the importance of civic engagement and youth 
activism!  Principal Dr. Walsh coordinated with and joined our Science National Honor Society 
students and SNHS Advisory, Ms. Thompson, in which they all spent the morning judging St. Mary’s 4-
5th and 7-8th-grade science fair projects.  The students networked with the many community adults 

there at the event and were able to practice their own skills during the judging as well as make positive 
connections with potential future T-Hawks. The students are Rudy Utzchneider, Priyanka Joshi, Natalie Ng, Sophia 

Mihalek, and Won Ji Shin.   Algonquin’s Gallery of the Boroughs in C211 is hosting a 
Farewell Exhibition for our very own Mr. Hancin May 6 – June 7, 2019, 7:30 am 

– 3:00 pm! Mr. George Hancin has been with us for 23 years, and is retiring 
this June! Come and wish him luck in his retirement, while viewing his 

collection of personal artworks. This is your chance to stop in and honor 
this Algonquin Legend!   Speaking of Mr. Hancin’s excellence, he 

coordinated an extraordinary trip to the New York Museum of Fine Arts 
where students could visit different types and forms of art helping them 

have their own curriculum and artwork come to life.  Students viewed all 
aspects of the Museum discussing various artworks and artistic 
expressions!  What an amazing way to make the curriculum come to life!   
While you are planning your next evening outing, be sure to mark off 
busy on May 16 – 17, 2019 as our student-run spring performance event, 
Improv, is showcasing “Seasonal Allergies” here in our Blackbox Theater at 8:00 pm!  Thank you to 
both our math and science departments who are hosting additional MCAS prep courses after school.  
Ms.  Falcone, Ms. Hesemeyer, and Ms. Koumjian are welcoming all sophomores to the Math MCAS 

prep session (May 2, May 9 and May 16) as we prepare for the Math MCAS online exam on May 21-22, 2019.  We love our 
TinyTomahwaks!  Thank you to Mr. Godbout and Ms. Muise for doing some cross-curricular work as our psychology students read 
originally written and illustrated books from our developmental psychology course work to our TinyTomahawks!  Our future T-Hawks 
were so excited to be apart of the event and our current T-Hawks enjoyed the opportunity!   Say POPS Night POPS Night POPS Night 
three times fast because before you know it this stellar event will be HERE!  Our Music Department’s annual POPS Night is scheduled 
for Wednesday, May 29, 2019, at 7:00 pm in the ARHS A gym.  This curriculum cumulative 
fantastic event is a showcase of a yearlong succession that integrates multiple curricular and co-
curricular work!  You will hear film music, rock, jazz, Broadway, 70s and more!  Admission is $10. 

 

Activities & Clubs – The Sophomore Steering 

committee continues to embrace their civic duties.  They used 
one of their fundraisers to raise money for and donate to one of 
our local families, the Blasko’s.  Last month, our Sophomore 
Steering committee participated in the Northborough’s Annual Town Clean-up as part of their 
community service mission and will hold a car wash fundraiser at Chet's Diner in Northborough on 
Saturday, May 18th.  They also did a bake sale earlier this monthly, with all the proceeds going to the 
Blasko family.  Come out and support this great cause and their great work.  Thank you to their 
advisors, Ms. Burns and Mr. Staines for their support of our future leaders.  Our Student Council 
continues to have amazing successes in the annual Spring Food Drive, with this year meeting a new 

goal.  Over the last four weeks, classrooms across Algonquin collected food items to donate to local food 

   



pantries.  Thank you to all of our faculty, staff, students, and parents who supplied these 
much-needed items.  There were approximately 5,000 food items delivered to replenish their 
empty shelves.   DECA has continued it’s sweeping the nation in phenomenal performances 
with huge wins in their most recent competition, DECA International Competition in Orlando 
Florida last month.  We had 31 students attend competing in 23 categories and eight 
students attended leadership academies.  Joseph Zhang earned two silver medals for the top 
score in each of his competitions and received a blue medal for reaching the final round (top 
20).  Jeffrey Wallace received a silver medal for a top role play and a blue medal for reaching 
the final round in his category (top 20).  Oscar Hong received a silver medal for top test score 

in his category.    Our Freshman Class, Class of 2022, has 
used this spring to join spring sports and new clubs.  They successfully navigated and completed 
their first go at online course selections and are counting down the days until summer!  Thank you 
to our Seniors for an exceptional Senior Ball!  As is slowly becoming tradition, Mt. Wachusett 
proved to be challenging with the weather but that didn’t slow down the dance party or the ice 
cream sundae bar!  Our seniors were able to enjoy some additional goodies and in-between 
sprinkles, take in the spring evening air and a roaring fire pit!  Thank you to Ms. Flynn and Ms. 
Arvanigian for their work towards this event and for bringing the 
beloved “2019” backdrop for the many photo opportunities 
taken.  Ringing of the BELL occurred on national College 
Acceptance Day, May 1, 2019, with the senior class 
showcasing their post-graduation plans in front of their 
peers.  Students lined up outside of our CRC to ring the bell 

as they walked through a crowd of faculty cheering on their 
successes!  Many of our seniors wore their college apparel or 

branch of service apparel to represent their plans for next year.  This 
event was followed up by a class meeting where students learned about their 

next set of plans, GRADUATION, as the advisors discussed how to participate in the student 
speaker and graduation musician selection process.  Our Women In Engineering (WISE) visited Northeastern University to listen to a 
talk on Health Science Programs.  Our WISE T-Hawks learned about the health science programs at NU, participated in a great Q&A 
and learned not only about classes but also additional co-ops and opportunities!  They then went on to spend time at the Boston 
Public Library and enjoyed our great capital city.  Our Junior Class, 2020, is just days away from their Junior Prom at Union Station, 
May 18, 2019.  Students have completed their obligations, signed their permission slips and guest forms, bought their tickets and are 

finalizing their plans.  As they carefully select their outfits to go with this 
years Black & White theme, we wish all of our juniors a fun and safe 
night!!!  Shout out to Ms. Moll and Ms. Philbin for making this night 
possible.  Our AWC (Algonquin Writing Center) is back at it again with 
taking their pens and writing skills to create positive action and positive 
change.  The AWC supports and believes that writing is a social activity 
that can lead to positive social impact.  “Writing for a Cause” supports 
this belief and brings together community members to around the act of 
writing to raise funds for literacy-based charities.  This event was a huge 

success last year and has continued into this year.  A total of 6 hours, in teams of 3-4 students, wrote various pieces, shared in music, 
food, games and positive social interactions together while raising monies.  A total of $1573 was raised for 826 Boston, a nonprofit youth 
writing and publishing organization that empowers traditionally underserved students in the Boston area.  In addition to this work, the 
2nd Annual Intra-Staff Conference, titled "Culture at the Center: Defining & Promoting Culture in (and out of) the AWC,” was recently 
held and hosted members of the Burlington High School Writing Center.  This professional development brought together the 
students and staff members of both writing centers to engage in student-run workshops and activities while they expanded their 
knowledge on cultures, values and traditions of writing and the AWC.  Our NEML 2018-19 scores are in!!!  AHRS is 1st (!!!) in 
Worcester County, 6th in MA and 13th in NE.  Our individual scores resulted in Andrew Lee tied for 4th Overall and Patrick Li tied for 
20th Overall.  Our Programming Club was equally successful in their April competition with both teams making it to the top 10 and one 

team tied for first on the number of solved problems!  Congratulations to:  
Andrew Lee, Tejas Maraliga , Zane Walter , Anthony Zalev Team 2 Arjun Biswas , 
Patrick Li, Aniketh Dandu, Henry Zhang for a job well done!   

Athletics – Athletics continues their THAWK OF THE MONTH tradition 

with the award honoring and recognizing our outstanding student-athletes for a 
demonstration of leadership, teamwork, sportsmanship, and excellence on and 
off the field of play.  Our April T-Hawks are John Bai, Boys Track; Andre Hird, 
Boys Rugby; Christina DeFeudis, Girls Track; Dominic Russo, Boys Lacrosse; and, 



Mia Barletta, Girls Tennis.  Our Athletic Council held a Captain’s Breakfast this morning for all of our spring team captains.  The 
captains networked with each other to develop global leadership skills while answering the question, “What is my role and why was I 
voted team captain?”  The group continues to focus on the development of critical leadership skills both in and outside of athletics.  
Our Spring Sports participation numbers are a true testament to our love of Algonquin and extra-curricular activities.  Our Girls and 
Boys spring sports teams experienced growth in numbers with now over one-third 
of our school enrollment participating in athletics!  Although we started off with a 
very soggy spring season, AD Mocerino never gave up on rescheduling all of those 
washed out games and our student-athletes rallied!  Baseball, Boys Tennis, Boys 
Lacrosse, and Boys Volleyball are all experiencing strong winning seasons.  Our Girls 
Tennis is undefeated to date, with Girls Lacrosse and Golf having equally stellar 
seasons.  Our Unified Track and Field had two fantastic meets vs. Hopkinton and 
Marlboro.   Science Teacher and Unified Head Track Coach, Kevin Hausmann has 
been nominated as MIAA 2018-2019 “Coach of the Year” for Unified Track and 
Field.   Mr. Hausmann has a true passion for his work both in and out of the 
classroom as well as on and off the track.   As a teacher-coach, Kevin has a profound positive impact on the lives of student-athletes.  
He also continues his work in his leadership of our Best Buddies Club.  A continued thank you to our amazing Booster’s Club as they 
constantly support our student-athletes, coaches and all of Algonquin.  Our ARHS Booster’s Club has put countless hours of additional 
support with each of our “Team Reps” going above and beyond to organize specific team gear, senior nights and team banquets, as 
well as stuck it out all of our rainy games!  Don’t MISS OUT on signing up to support or participate in our ARHS Boosters Golf 
Fundraiser on June 18, 2019!  We have increased our networking by reaching out in advance to both our alumni and our future T-

Hawks!  Get your foursome request in early as spots are filling up!!!  Thank you to our Central Office 
supports, Principal Walsh and the ARHS Administrative team as well as our facilities department for their 
support of Athletic Trainer Jon Drisko, Administrative Assistant Ms. Baburins and all of our Athletics 
departments and student-athletes.  As AD Mocerino would day, “See you at the games!” 

Department Updates 
Science – Thank you to our Biology educators for offering additional MCAS Biology study sessions (2:00 – 
3:00 pm on May 16, 23, and 30, 2019) afterschool focused on specific topics each session.  In conjunction 
with this work, our SNHS students are offering one on one peer support study sessions (2:00 – 3:00 pm on 
May 21, 22, 28, and 29) in room D214 to help all of our students feel ready and prepared for their MCAS 
Biology exam.  Thank you to Biology educator, Ms. Mott, for bringing awareness, education, and 

celebration to National Save the Frog Day!   

 
Student Support & ESL – Congratulations and thank you to our ESL educators and district staff for hosting a successful International 
Night here at ARHS.  Thank you to the many high school educators and students, as well as facilities, for supporting this district level 
work.  Our Unified Track team is pushing through the wet weather to obtain numerous athletic Personal Records (PR)!!!  We had two 
successful recent home meets in which fun was had by all and we have several upcoming meets approaching; so, come out and cheer 
for us!  Our Unified Singing Club will be performing at the Go the Distance Awards celebration on May 16, 2019, where many of our 
Support Staff will be honored for their amazing work with our students.  Thank you to our district staff for allowing Algonquin to host 
Algonquin Games again, June 3, 2019, here on our home track in which our Unified Singers will also 
be singing the National Anthem to kick off the festivities.   
 

Applied Arts & Technology – Thank you to both Mr. Clarke with his 
Video Production 2 students and Ms. Ruffo and her Economics, 
Management & Leadership students for their continued successes 
with their online news series, “Money Talks.”  Last semester, with 
the work continuing into this semester, students focused on and 
filmed topics of Credit Cards, College Financing, Employment and 
Spending Trends, with a more recent focus on guest speakers from local community businesses 
sharing to give their expertise on these topics.  The current guest speaker line up has been:  ARHS teen 
entrepreneurs- Nick Cammarano, Henry Alford, and Jake Hathaway, Marcus Kemblowski; General 
Manager from APEX Entertainment, and Northborough Town Manager, John Coderre.   Come watch us 

on Northborough Cable Access!  Our Nutrition & Culinary Arts 1 classes worked together as a team on a yearlong culminating project 
for the Fruits & Vegetable Unit in which students studied  individual fruits and 
vegetables, the origin of these foods, caloric values and serving sizes for healthy 
living.  The team then built a “Periodic Table of Fruits and Vegetables” displayed in 
our E corridor for all of our students to learn from.   
 



Fine Arts – The Spring Annual Art Show has OPENED (May 13 – 24, 2019 with the hours of 7:30 – 3:00 pm most 
days)!  Congratulations to juniors Alex Cheney and Samantha Hostage, who were selected to attend Art All-
State 2019 which is a competitive day-long program bringing together high school juniors of brilliant artistic 
skill from across the state to work with practicing artist-teachers.   The students discover themes in 
contemporary art and pull together their own experiences in local museums to “embrace both the limits and 
limitless possibilities that visual art offers” (Ms. Collins).  There is a public exhibit at the end for all to enjoy in the 
shared work! Our ARHS String Orchestra, under the direction of Department Chair Ms. Collins, performed at 
the world-famous Symphony Hall in the MICCA Gold Medal Showcase on 
Saturday, May 4, 2019.  The performers were specifically selected to 
perform after earning a Gold Medal at this year’s MICCA Festival. Bravo!   

 
Social Studies – We supported approximately 300 AP Social Studies exams in U.S. History, World 
History, Psychology, Human Geography, and Government.  Our students and teachers have been 
working hard all year to prepare!  Our Big Group 9th grade team continues with their creative 
work and application of both skills and knowledge gained this year through a successful hosting of a “Re-Con” (a conference on 
Reconstruction modeled after Comic-Con!).  Individual students researched and supported various aspects of the Reconstruction 
through the higher order thinking skills development of creation that led to a superhero character representing the themes and 
events they learned about!  This was an exciting day in the library and shared with all students who visit the library!  Great positive 
whole school impact.  During our April break, two social studies educators took on some additional professional development.  Ms. 
Johnston attended the U.S. Marine Corps’ Educator Workshop in Virginia to learn more about and then share out information on the 
missions and lifestyles of the Marines.   This work seamlessly overlaps Ms. Johnston club advisory work 
for Operation Tomahawk.   Department Chair Ms. Burns traveled with a select team of U.S. educators and 
administrators associated with Primary Source for a ten-day trip to China in which the team visited 

schools, attended conferences, collaborated with Chinese Educators to 
advance their own understanding about international educational 
practices, partnerships with foreign schools and instilling the skills to 
support our students being globally competitive.   
 
Library – Thank you to Ms. Honey and the library team for hosting the 
Freshman Big Group activities.  In addition to the history department work, the library worked with 
the English, World Language, Social Studies and Applied Arts departments to expand students’ cross-
curricular knowledge of how to fully leverage and integrate improved data research-based 
techniques into their research projects and better prepare students for this work beyond high 
school.  Ms. Honey led the charge on this work expanding the use and application of our Gale 

Databases by 2000% this quarter compared to last year.  Students examined Lord of the Flies, exploring the impact of colonialism, and 
developing arguments to write an Op-Ed for a contest sponsored by The New York Times.  The library supported the AWC by hosting 
their “Culture at the Center” workshop and welcomed students from Burlington High School to support their work on adding a writing 

center.   In the short month of April, 9400+ students came to the library to use facilities or space. 
 
Guidance – In celebration of Teacher Appreciation Week, the guidance department coordinated a 
Future Teacher Signing Day on Monday, May 6, 2019 at our faculty meeting.  The Department of 
Education sent out the great idea to promote and support our future educators, and with the 
support of ARHS administration and Central Office, the guidance team made this day come to life.  
This event was similar to our student-athlete signing days where the athlete commits to play a sport 

at a specific college.  Our Future Teacher Signing Day recognized the graduating seniors who chose to pursue a career in education. 
This event acknowledges that great work of our current educators to inspire our future leaders and supports the understood belief 
that teaching is a valuable career worthy of celebration. We had approximately 15 seniors participate. The event was held in 
conjunction with our administrator’s team Teacher Appreciation Recognition ceremony to integrate both celebrations into one 
amazing outcome.  The students and faculty celebrated with cake afterward.   
 
Math – Thank you to Ms. Dore for her creative work on various math interventions this 
year to support our students taking both the Math MCAS re-test and the upcoming Math 
MCAS!  Check out Mr. McGrath’s Period 2 class preparing for their AP Calculus exam!  Total 
class effort.   Thank you to Ms. Falcone for supporting the food drive!  Congratulations to 
Mr. Forhan for an extremely successful computer programming competition this year and 



to both of our Math Teams and advisors for our student successes!  Shout out to Mrs. Marieni 
and her Algebra 2 Honors students who networked with each other and worked collaboratively 
to solve logarithm problems. 
 
English – Congratulations to our seniors 
Elissa Gorman, Matt White and Priyanka 
Jyothi for winning the Letters About 
Literature writing contest, an annual 
contest put on by Mass Center for the 

Book, in which students crafted letters to an author of their choice on how the 
book impacted each of them.  All winners will be honored with peers at a 
luncheon at the State House.  A group of Journalism & Newspaper Production 
and some of The Harbinger editors participated in the New England Scholastic 
Press Association (NESPA) Spring Conference earlier this month to learn more on journalism and media while educator and advisor Ms. 
Coppens presented on Conducting Surveys and Creating Informational Graphics.  During the conference, The Harbinger was awarded 
the highest award of excellence, the “All-New England Award.”  Going four years strong!  Many of our students in addition to the 
school award, earned individual awards.  Please congratulate these students on obtaining various writing accolades:  Maggie Del Re, 
Elissa Gorman, Annemarie Wood, Jonny Ratner, Ainsley Cerny, Victoria Andreev, Katrina Liu, Aaliyah Yan, and Cristina Stassis.   

 
Physical Education & Health – Although we had a rather wet start to semester 2 work, we 
remained positive and engaged through a myriad of activities.  Our freshman class is enjoying 
their golfing unit both indoors and outdoors.  Our 
sophomores are working on their Family Life Unit as 
they expand their curricular knowledge and 
application of the health curriculum while our juniors 
are SWINGING from trees on the Project Adventure 
course!   Seniors battled senior-it is with a strong 
performance in ultimate fitness.   

 
 
World Language – Thank you to Ms. Demember for her continued cross-curricular work while 
our French students partnered with cooking to demo various French dishes.  During this 
workshop, students had to demonstrate proficiency not only on the vocabulary of all of the ingredients but proper application and 
conjugation of verbs, commands and quantities expressions.  During our Latin 1 Honors adventures, the students created comic strip 
books to depict a story they read while applying newly acquired skills and vocabulary during a highly skilled activity!  Students 
networked with peers as they completed the work.  Our Spanish 5 students created and then presented a five-minute Spanish 
presentation to another class on an array of topics such as immigration to the US, under-served populations in LA, and how a 
country's culture and history are reflected in music and dance. 
 
Administration – As our great leader Benjamin Franklin once said, “An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.”  During the 
month of April and into May we take the time to honor our leaders, our administrative assistants our educators and our students.  It is 
during this time we learn of the varying impact education has on all of us.  The inclusivity, kindness paid forward and passion for our 
work not only inspires others to continue the work but to become a part of the work as a life long journey.   Throughout the year, 
Algonquin has taken the time to practice inclusivity at every level from the work in Unified groups to awareness to peer-to-peer 
supports.  As this work was supported and expanded, new clubs were formed as well as new student initiatives.  All stakeholders at 
Algonquin worked tirelessly to create a specific niche for every student and faculty member while supporting each of our SPARKS!  To all 
of our parents, community members, educators, faculty members, advisors, 

Appreciated!’ coaches, and students, know that, ‘You are 

 
 

 


